
Dear Community College Colleagues:

The 2010 Community College National Legislative Summit (NLS) comes at a time when community colleges are 

receiving unprecedented national recognition and appreciation. Supported by President Barack Obama and 

Congress, community colleges are finally being recognized as significant educational and economic engines for 

America’s local and national economies. Thanks to your support at the 2009 NLS and throughout the year, we 

have been able to pave the way for unprecedented federal assistance.  

At last February’s NLS, Education Secretary Arne Duncan announced the Obama-Biden administration’s 

commitment to community colleges. In the months that followed, President Obama formalized this commitment 

by appointing Martha Kanter, longtime chancellor of Foothill-De Anza Community College District in California, to 

the position of Under Secretary of Education, asked Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden to become a public advocate for 

community colleges, and announced the historic community college initiative, the American Graduation Initiative, 

at Macomb Community College in Michigan.

ACCT and AACC have collaborated closely with the current administration, but it is vital that community college 

trustees, presidents, students and other advocates and leaders show their commitment in the nation’s capital. 

Meetings with your Senators and Representatives are imperative to ensuring their support of pro-community 

college legislation throughout the coming year. Your attendance at the 2010 NLS will benefit your college through 

continued federal support.

We are proud to inform you that Meet the Press moderator and NBC White House correspondent David Gregory 

has agreed to be the 2010 NLS keynote speaker. And as always, the 2010 NLS will feature informative sessions 

on current issues and present the 2010 community college legislative priorities, on whose behalf we which we 

ask all attendees to advocate.

Visiting Washington early in 2010 will empower you with the opportunity to influence the national political agenda 

and express your appreciation of the unprecedented support that the federal government has given community 

colleges over the past year.

Mark your calendar today and plan to attend the 2010 Community College National Legislative Summit. 

Your voice and your presence are critical to ensuring the ongoing federal prioritization of community 

colleges.

Sincerely,

Mary F.T. Spilde				    Arthur C. Anthonisen

President, Lane Community College, OR		  Trustee, Orange County Community College, NY 

2009-2010 AACC Chair 			   2008-2009 ACCT Chair
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DAVID GREGORY  Host of NBC’s Meet the Press

As host of NBC’s Meet the Press, Emmy Award winner David Gregory 

has a reputation as a journalist who asks the tough questions. His 

reputation has earned him the nickname the “firebrand in the front 

row,” as well as the distinction of being one of Washington’s 50 best 

and most influential journalists by Washingtonian magazine.

In his former role as chief White House Correspondent, he led the 

network’s coverage of the George W. Bush Administration from 2001 

through the end of his presidency. Gregory has been a fixture on 

NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams, Today, MSNBC, and MSNBC.

com. He is known to speak candidly about covering the most powerful 

office in the world, and talk openly about the role of the popular 

media, its reputation, and its responsibilities as a form of mass 

communication. 

In the fall of 2005, Gregory became a frequent substitute for Matt 

Lauer on Today. He has anchored the weekend editions of Nightly 

News and Today. As a political commentator, he can often be seen 

and heard on the Chris Matthews Show and Hardball. 

•	 Join community college leaders to 
lobby on education, job training and 
economic development policy issues 
in the 111th Congress.

•	 Help craft and deliver the community 
college response on Capitol Hill 
to the Administration’s FY 2011 
budget proposal.  

•	 Learn from Congressional officials, political 
analysts and other experts during two-
and-a-half days of general, special, and 
concurrent policy sessions designed to 
expand your knowledge of current issues.

•	 Hone your skills as a leader of your 
community through sessions focusing 
on advocacy skills at the local, state 
and national levels.

•	 Influence Capitol Hill by scheduling 
visits with Members of Congress.  

•	 Familiarize yourself with the 
Administration and cultivate contacts 
through face-to-face meetings on key 
policy issues. 

•	 Celebrate with peers at the Community 
College Capital Awards Banquet, 
featuring entertainment by featuring 
entertainment by the award-winning 
improvisational comedy company The 
Second City.

•	 Greet the members of the House and 
Senate Community College Caucuses.

2010 Summit Highlights

David Gregory has a 

reputation as a journalist 

who asks the tough 

questions. His reputation 

has earned him the 

nickname the “firebrand 

in the front row.




