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Senate Holds Markup on WIA Reauthorization 
 
At the end of July, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee held a markup on S. 
1356, the Workforce Investment Act of 2013. The bill reauthorizes the Workforce Investment Act 
(WIA), which has been overdue for reauthorization for a decade. S. 1356 is a bipartisan counter to the 
House-passed Supporting Knowledge and Investing in Lifelong Skills (SKILLS) Act. However, it likely 
won’t be considered on the Senate floor until 2014. 
 
Overall, S. 1356 takes a different approach to WIA reauthorization than the SKILLS Act. While the 
SKILLS Act relies on large-scale consolidation and increased state control, the Senate bill focuses more 
on fixes within the current framework to create greater alignment and better outcomes data. While the 
Senate was able to pass the bill out of committee with bipartisan support, the lack of consolidation did 
result in the loss of three Republican votes. 
 
There are several areas of importance to community colleges in the bill, ranging from board structure to 
funding streams. Both the House and Senate bills reform the structure of the state and local Workforce 
Investment Boards (WIBs). The House bill removes the community college representatives from the 
state and local WIBs, and increases the business representation to two-thirds. The Senate bill retains the 
community college slot on the local WIBs, but makes the state WIBs slot optional. 
  
The state unified plan is a key component of this Senate WIA reform measure. Currently, submission of 
a state plan is optional. However, under the Senate bill, the state plan is used to outline a 4-year strategy 
whereby the state will better to align workforce programs and accountability measures, as well as 
implement policies to better support the needs of the business sector. In developing the state workforce 
plan, the board must outline how a state’s strategy will engage the state’s community colleges as 
partners in the workforce development system. 
 
The Senate bill also reauthorizes the Community Based Job Training Grants (CBJTG) program. A 
precursor to the current Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and Career Training Grant 
(TAA CCCTG) program, CBJTG was last funded in FY 2010. The CBJTG program is designed to 
provide competitive grants to support community college partnerships that train individuals in high-
demand industry sectors and occupations. Since TAA CCCTG program funding expires after 2014, the 
inclusion of this authorization is significant. 
 
The bill includes an increased emphasis on career pathways and the attainment of postsecondary 
credentials, whereby individuals are often co-enrolled in developmental education and training 
programs. It also eliminates the current sequence of services that stipulates individuals can only receive 
training services if they first complete core services. 
 



One area of concern within the bill is related to information that must be provided for state performance 
reports. The bill requires that outcomes and earnings be reported for all individuals that participate in a 
training program, regardless if they are enrolled because of WIA. Currently, these outcome measures are 
difficult to attain for institutions. However, the information could be valuable on a number of fronts. The 
Committee stated that they would continue to work with community colleges during further 
development of the bill to make this information more readily available. 
 
The bill passed out of committee by a vote of 18 to 3, and had the support of both Chairman Harkin (D-
IA) and Ranking Member Alexander (R-TN). Given that there are relatively few legislative days left 
before the end of the fiscal year, it is unlikely we’ll see this bill on the Senate floor in the fall.  
 
ACCT and AACC sent the following letter to the Senate providing comments on S. 1356:  
http://www.acct.org/files/Advocacy/Letters%20to%20Congress/WIA%20-
%20AACC%20ACCT%20HELP%20Committee%20Letter.pdf. 
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