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Congress Must Address Expiring Funding in Month Ahead 
 
With current fiscal year (FY) 2013 funding expiring on March 27th, Congress will have to act quickly to 
come to an agreement on a continuing resolution (CR).  The House has acted first in this endeavor, with 
the Senate likely taking up their own version of a CR in the next week or two.  Adding to the complexity 
is how, if at all, they plan to address funding cuts ordered under the March 1st sequestration. 
 
This week, the House passed HR 933, the Department of Defense, Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs, and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2013 by a vote was 267-151.  HR 933 includes 
full, detailed bills for both Defense Appropriations and Military Construction and Veterans Affairs (Mil 
Con/VA) Appropriations.  The other 10 bills are level funded at FY 2012 levels before additional 
across-the-board reductions.  The full bills for Defense and Mil Con/VA provide more flexibility for the 
Pentagon operating under the sequester, allowing for increases in priority areas and decreases in others.   
 
The House bill adheres to the $1.043 trillion spending cap set by the revised Budget Control Act.  In 
order to stay under that cap, the bill provides for an across-the-board cut to reduce security spending by 
0.109 percent and non-security spending by 0.098 percent  On top of that, the bill would then be subject 
to sequester where non-exempt discretionary programs would be cut an additional 5.0 percent on the 
nondefense side, and 7.8 percent on the defense side.  Mandatory programs will see a 5.1 percent cut for 
nondefense. 
 
However, there is some complexity in calculating these cuts for forward funded programs.  Since most 
education and labor programs pertinent to community colleges operate under program or academic year 
funding, the cuts under sequestration are not immediate.   Therefore, for programs such as the 
Workforce Investment Act, SEOG, Perkins CTE or Federal Work Study, the additional 5 percent cut 
will not occur until July 1st.  For the mandatory Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and 
Career Training Grant program, the 5.1 percent and additional 0.098 percent cut would be immediate. 
 
The Senate is expected to consider a modified version of HR 933 next week.  While some details are 
forthcoming, the Senate plans on adding detailed appropriations bills for Agriculture, Homeland 
Security, and Commerce-Justice-Science.  Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations will likely be an extension of funding, as seen in the House bill.  The Senate could 
choose to make some changes to education programs within the bill.  House leadership, however, has 
cautioned against making controversial additions to the bill.    
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