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Election Results in House and Senate 
 
The Democrats retained control of the Senate on Tuesday with a ratio of 53 to 45 with 2 independents.  
There were many hotly contested races in both bodies that have impact outside of just majority control.  
Senators Harry Reid (D-NV) and Mitch McConnell (R-KY) will maintain their leadership roles as 
Majority and Minority Leader.  While no incumbents on the Senate’s Health, Education, Labor & 
Pensions (HELP) Committee lost, retirements and other losses will impact the committee’s roster.  The 
same is true of the Senate Appropriation’s Subcommittee for Labor, Health and Human Services and 
Education.  Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) is once again expected to Chair both the full-committee on 
HELP, as well as the appropriation subcommittee for Labor, Health and Human Services and 
Education.  Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN) is expected to take over for Mike Enzi (R-WY) as 
Ranking Member on the HELP Committee.   
 
The Republicans will once again hold the majority in the House for the next two years.  Democrats are 
on track to pick up 7 seats in total, but fell short from taking the chamber.  Retirements and losses will 
create a number of vacancies for the Democrats and Republicans on the Education and Workforce 
Committee.  Chairman John Klein (R-MN) and Ranking Member George Miller (D-CA) are 
anticipated to retain their leadership positions on Education and Workforce.  The Appropriations 
subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education will have a new chairman, as the 
current chair, Dennis Rehberg (R-MT) ran for the Senate.  There will also be a new ranking member 
on the full appropriations committee, as Norm Dicks (R-WA) is retiring at the end of this term.  
Several members could be in contention for both slots.   
 
John Boehner (R-OH) is expected to be chosen again as Speaker of the House, and Eric Cantor (R-VA) 
will likely be Majority Leader.  House Democratic leadership remains to be seen.  In a somewhat 
unusual move, current Minority Leader, Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) is holding leadership elections on 
November 29th.  This is later than usual, and has fueled speculation that Leader Pelosi may not run 
again for Minority Leader.  Steny Hoyer (D-MD) would be next in the leadership line; however, Pelosi 
stepping aside may lead to other challengers for that post. 
 
Two community college Trustees were elected to the House of Representatives: Representative-Elect 
Gloria Negrete McLeon (CA-35), a California State Senator, and former Chaffey College Trustee; and 
Representative-Elect Mark Takano (CA-41), a Riverside Community College District Trustee. 
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