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What’s on Tap for Community Colleges in the 113th Congress 
 
The new Congress will have to address several pending reauthorization bills, as well as some new ones.  
Additionally, they will face the task of dealing with an impending sequestration, reaching the debt-limit, and both 
fiscal year (FY) 2013 and 2014 funding.  
 
Reform of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) will likely be one of the first of several reauthorization bills to be 
reintroduced in the 113th Congress.  Last year, Higher Education and Workforce Training Chairwoman Virginia 
Foxx (R-NC) introduced the Workforce Investment Improvement Act.  All indications are that she will 
reintroduce this reauthorization bill early this year.  This bill consolidates a number of workforce training 
programs into a single funding stream.  This new "Workforce Investment Fund" allows states greater flexibility 
unto which they designate the consolidated funds.  While the bill was not able to gain bipartisan support, it does 
contain some elements that both Republicans and Democrats agree upon.  The Senate will likely use the bill as a 
baseline by which to offer a counter proposal. 
 
While the 112th Congress attempted a few drafts for the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, it never produced a bipartisan bill that had the possibility of passing in both bodies.  Among the 
contentious issues is how to implement accountability measurements, and allowing school districts the flexibility 
to move dollars between accounts.  Both Chairman Harkin (D-IA) and Chairman Kline (R-MN) have indicated 
that they will continue to pursue reauthorization during the 113th.  
 
Two new reauthorization bills we will likely see in the coming year include reforms to the Higher Education Act 
and the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education (CTE) Act.  Last year the Department of Education 
released its blueprint for reauthorizing CTE.  The plan focuses on increased collaboration between secondary and 
post-secondary schools and institutions; better alignment with industry to ensure training meets occupational 
demand; the establishment of common performance measures; and competitive funding opportunities to reward 
success and innovation.  While the blueprint lacks many specifics, it certainly puts forth a framework through 
which the Senate Democrats may offer a reauthorization package. 
 
Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act may also occur during the 113th Congress.  The White House has 
signaled that they would like to see reforms to campus based aid, whereby institutions are rewarded based on their 
affordability.  Additionally, they have proposed creating a Race to the Top type grant program for higher 
education.  The later would likely be opposed by House Republicans.  With upcoming shortfalls projected for the 
Pell Grant programs, it is conceivable that Congress may also look to make reforms to that program to reduce the 
overall cost. 
 
In the near-term, Congress will have to address across-the-board cuts slated to occur now on March 1st.  While 
cuts will likely be smaller than the initial projection of 8.2 percent, it will still result in millions of dollars cut from 
federal education funding.  Even though the Pell Grant program is exempt from sequestration in 2013, a projected 
shortfall in 2014 will be compounded if sequestration occurs.  With fewer funds available for higher education, it 
is more difficult for Congress to come up with additional dollars to fill in the gap of a shortfall. 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/cte/transforming-career-technical-education.pdf


Congress will be facing many contentious issues in the months ahead where negotiations on sequestration and the 
debt-limit will take center stage.  Additionally, current fiscal year funding expires on March 27th.  While 
reauthorizations that impact community colleges may occur during the 113th Congress, Congress will first need to 
address these impending issues.   
 
 


