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Immigration Reform Passes U.S. Senate 
 
On June 27th, the Senate formally passed comprehensive immigration reform, known formally as the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act (S. 744), by a vote of 68 
to 32. Fourteen Republican senators joined all Democrats in the effort to provide the 13-year path to 
citizenship alongside a $46 billion investment in border security personnel and technology. The Senate 
bill also includes a variety of provisions, both in its original form and from various amendments passed 
by the Committee, which would benefit DREAM students and efforts to enhance STEM education, 
including provisions that would allow for DREAM students to be provided with an expedited path to 
citizenship and lifting the federal ban on in-state tuition for DREAM students. DREAMers who spend 
five years in “residential provisional immigrant” (RPI) status would be eligible to apply for long-term 
permanent resident status to immediately apply for U.S. citizenship. Proceeding time spent in Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) provisional status is automatically pro-rated to count toward the 
five years in RPI. Individual states would then have the prerogative to decide whether or not to allow 
DREAM students to receive in-state tuition. 
 
Passing an immigration bill in the House will be an uphill battle. House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) 
has said that the House would pursue its own version of a comprehensive immigration bill, which may 
be more restrictive than the Senate’s “Gang of Eight” compromise.  Controversy remains over the level 
of border security included in the bill, as well as offering a pathway to citizenship. In 2006, the Senate 
also passed a major immigration bill with a pathway to citizenship, only to see it die in the House. This 
year's bill passed with six more votes. If a bill does pass the House, reconciling differences with the 
Senate is likely to be challenging. Much remains to be seen in how the House will react to mounting 
public pressure to pass a bill.  
 


