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Senate Judiciary Committee Passes Comprehensive Immigration Bill Benefiting DREAM Students 
 
On May 21st, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed bipartisan legislation known as the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act (S. 744) championed by the Senate “Gang of Eight”.  While the 
advancement of the bill to the Senate floor marks a significant milestone, efforts to secure comprehensive 
immigration reform still face challenges ahead.  House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) recently announced that the 
House would pursue its own version of a comprehensive immigration bill.  If the House proceeds with its own bill, 
any final legislation headed to the President’s desk will be negotiated through a conference committee sometime in 
the future, assuming both chambers successfully pass their respective bills. The alternative path would be for the 
House to take up consideration of the Senate bill, offer amendments, and send it back to the Senate for approval, 
but the likelihood of this appears to be dwindling.   
 
The Senate bill includes a variety of provisions, both in its original form and from various amendments passed by 
the Committee, which would benefit DREAM students and efforts to enhance STEM education.  The original text 
of the bill includes provisions that would allow for DREAM students to be provided with an expedited path to 
citizenship, and a federal ban on in-state tuition for DREAM students would be lifted.  Individual states would then 
have the prerogative to decide whether or not to allow DREAM students to receive the subsidy.  
 
Over 200 amendments were suggested during deliberations in the Senate Judiciary Committee.  While the original 
version of the bill did not allow DREAM students to receive federal student aid under Title IV of the Higher 
Education Act (HEA), an amendment by Senator Mazie Hirono (D-HI) sought to change that.  The Hirono 
amendment provided DREAM students with access to Title IV, including federal loans, Pell grants, and federal 
work study.   Additionally, the amendment provided DREAM students with access to other services under the 
Higher Education Act (HEA), such as financial and academic counseling. The original amendment was not able to 
gain enough support with the inclusion of Pell grants, so Senator Hirono offered a second degree amendment that 
struck the Pell grant portion but retained the other Title IV provisions.  The second degree amendment passed with 
a bipartisan voice vote. 
 
An additional amendment introduced and passed by Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) provides DREAM 
students with the opportunity for naturalization while serving in the military.  Current law allows for this to occur, 
but the Senate bill would have prevented this in the future. 
 
Senator Orin Hatch (R-UT) also introduced a successful amendment to allocate $100 million annually for 
improving science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education and job training.  This funding would be 
paid for by raising the cost of green cards for foreign workers entering STEM fields.  The amendment provides for 
several funding streams.  The Department of Education would receive 20 percent to support STEM activities at 
Minority-Serving Institutions and 3 percent to develop American Dream Accounts to support college tuition for 
low-income students pursuing education and training in STEM fields.  The Department of Labor would also receive 
5 percent for STEM related job training initiatives.   


