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Congress Moves Forward with Appropriations as House Subcommittee 
Funding Levels are Released 
 
The week of May 5th, the House Appropriations Committee announced its subcommittee, or 302(b) 
allocations for FY 2015. These numbers will set the overall caps in the House for each of the 12 
appropriations bills considered by Congress, including the Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education bill (LHHS-ED). While the LHHS-ED 302(b) allocation is less than last year’s final 
allocation, it is significantly higher than last year’s initial subcommittee allocation. This indicates that 
this year the House is more likely to move its individual subcommittee bill through mark up. Both the 
House and Senate state the goal to have their individual LHHS-ED bills marked up before mid-July. 
 
The overall FY 2015 House allocation for LHHS-ED is $155.7 billion. This represents a $1.08 billion 
(0.7%) decrease over the final funding in FY 2014. If that cut is split equally amongst the three agencies 
under the bill, the Department of Education will see a reduction of approximately $463 million. 
However, compounding that reduction is additional funds needed cover changes to the funding structure 
to pay non-profit loan servicers that was enacted under last year’s Bipartisan Budget Act. It is estimated 
that appropriators will need to provide an additional $269 million to cover those discretionary costs.  
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ACCT along with AACC sent a letter to House and Senate appropriations leaders outlining priorities for 
FY 2015. Once again strong support for the Pell Grant program remains a priority for FY 2015, 
including a call to reinstate Pell Grant eligibility for students who qualify under Ability-to-Benefit. The 
letter also requests strong funding for the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 
program, Federal Work-Study, GEAR-UP, TRIO, Strengthening Institutions, and Minority Serving 
Intuitions. Additionally, the letter calls for a restoration of funding for Adult Basic Education, Perkins 
Career and Technical Education (CTE), and the Workforce Investment Act. The full letter may be 
viewed here: FY 2015 Appropriations Letter. Additionally, ACCT weighed in with members of the 
House requesting they sign onto bipartisan member priority letters supporting strong funding for Adult 
Basic Education, and calling for a restoration of Ability-to-Benefit.  
 

http://www.acct.org/files/Advocacy/Letters%20to%20Congress/Appropos%20FY%202015%20AACC%20ACCT%20Senate%20Final.pdf


 
As part of the appropriations process, Congress has held a series of hearings, including several where 
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has testified regarding the President’s FY 2015 budget 
request. During the hearings several committee members on both sides of the aisle expressed concern 
with the Administration’s request for a number of new competitive grant programs in lieu of increased 
formula funding. Additionally, there was strong bipartisan support for Perkins CTE programs, and 
several appropriators expressed support for reinstating Ability-to-Benefit.  
 
Additional information on all the hearings may be accessed here: 
 
Hearing - FY 2015 Department of Education Budget - House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education  
 
Hearing - House Education and Workforce Committee on the Department's FY 2015 budget request  
 
Hearing - Senate Budget Committee on the President’s FY 2015 Education Budget Request 
 
Hearing – FY 2015 Department of Education Budget - Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education  
 
 

http://appropriations.house.gov/videos/?VideoID=-r4fNLoFyVk
http://appropriations.house.gov/videos/?VideoID=-r4fNLoFyVk
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=376999
http://www.budget.senate.gov/democratic/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=a5324924-7f2a-48ec-9520-e844b6739599
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/lhhs-subcommittee-fy15-department-education-budget
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/lhhs-subcommittee-fy15-department-education-budget
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