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Senate HELP Committee Holds Higher Ed Innovation Hearing 

On Thursday, October 31st, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee 
convened its second in a series of hearings related to the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. 
The hearing, titled “Attaining a Quality Degree: Innovations to Improve Student Success,” focused on 
emerging and innovative practices in higher education that can move students to a degree, certificate, or 
credential more quickly or at lower cost – including flexible uses of federal student aid. Panelists 
discussed competency-based programs, prior-learning assessments, contextualized remedial education, 
and dual enrollment as promising practices. Dr. R. Scott Ralls, president of the North Carolina 
Community College System, also spoke about the role that community colleges play in promoting 
student success by identifying student momentum points, redesigning developmental courses, and 
partnering with local high schools. Senators engaged in a sustained discussion with the witnesses over 
how innovative programs could eventually lead to lower student debt. Several panelists repeatedly 
mentioned the importance of restoring Pell Grant eligibility for “year round” students and those without 
a high school diploma (known as “Ability-to-Benefit” students). These issues are expected to be part of 
the HELP committee’s efforts to shape Title IV student aid rules during HEA reauthorization next year. 
An additional account of the hearing is available from Inside Higher Ed at http://bit.ly/18IAArE 

 
 
President Obama Nominates Ted Mitchell as Under Secretary for the Department of Education 
 
On October 29th, President Obama officially nominated Ted Mitchell to serve as Under Secretary for the 
Department of Education; the top higher education post within the Department. Mitchell is currently the 
CEO of the NewSchools Venture Fund, an organization that focuses on K-12 education reform and 
closing the achievement gap. Mitchell previously served as president of Occidental College, and worked 
in various positions as a professor and administrator at Dartmouth College, Stanford University, and the 
University of California at Los Angeles. Mitchell would be replacing current Under Secretary Martha J. 
Kanter, who announced in August that she would leave the Obama administration and return to 
academia. If Mitchell is confirmed by the Senate, he is expected to lead the Administration’s efforts in 
developing its new college ratings system.  
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Public Forums Announced for the President’s Proposed College Rating System 
 
In August, President Obama presented a plan aimed at reducing college costs and measuring higher 
education performance. Under this proposal the U.S. Department of Education (ED) will design a new 
'ratings system' to compare colleges and universities with similar missions based on 'value.' The 
President recommends using these ratings in an unspecified formula to award student aid by 2018, 
which would require Congressional approval. In the near-term, however, ED will move forward with 
creating a system to rate institutions. The ratings system will be designed after public hearings around 
the country, with the goal of implementation by fall 2015. Proposed measures of value may include:  
 

• access, such as percentage of students receiving Pell grants;  
• affordability, such as average tuition, scholarships, and loan debt; and  
• outcomes, such as graduation and transfer rates, graduate earnings, and advanced degrees of 

college graduates.  
 
The Department of Education has announced dates for upcoming public forums regarding the 
Administration's proposed college ratings system.  Events will be held as follows: 
 

• Wednesday, November 6, 2013, at The California State University-Dominguez Hills, Los 
Angeles, CA; 

• Wednesday, November 13, 2013, at George Mason University, Arlington, VA;  
• Friday, November 15, 2013, at the University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA; and  
• Thursday, November 21, 2013, at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. 

 
The official notice regarding the forums may be viewed here:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-
inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-25739.pdf. 
 
 
 
Department to Convene ‘Clery Act’ Rulemaking Committee in Spring 2014 
 
On September 19, 2013, the U.S. Department of Education announced that it intends to convene a 
negotiated rulemaking committee in January that will address the changes to the campus safety and 
security reporting requirements in the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus 
Crime Statistics Act (Clery Act) made by the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 
(VAWA). The panel will work to clarify and update the existing campus safety and security reporting 
requirements. The proposed committee will meet for three sessions on the following dates: 
 
• Session 1: January 13-14, 2014 
• Session 2: February 24-25, 2014 
• Session 3: March 31-April 1, 2014 
 
Together with the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), ACCT nominated Mr. 
William J. Mullowney as a negotiator to represent two-year public institutions. He currently serves as 
Vice President for Policy and General Counsel at Valencia College, a winner of the inaugural Aspen 
Community College Prize. Representation of two-year public colleges in these negotiations is important 
since our colleges are different in nature from other types of institutions, including the fact that most 
campuses are not residential. Colleges that don’t meet the law’s stringent disclosure requirements face 
significant penalties for violating the Clery Act. Each violation is punishable by a fine up to $35,000 per 
violation and possible loss of Title IV eligibility for the institution. Frequent changes to the law have 
made reporting requirements particularly burdensome for campuses. 
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