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Obama vs. Romney – What the Candidates’ Plans Outline for Higher Education 
 
With one month to go before elections, both Presidential candidates have presented their vision for 
higher education policy and reform.  Similarities exist in both platforms where the candidates advocate 
for better information allowing students and their families can make informed choices on where to 
attend college and how to pay for it.  Additionally, both candidates support the idea of working to keep 
tuition fees and costs more manageable through incentives. 
 
Governor Romney’s views diverge with President Obama as he opposes certain regulations that the 
Obama administration has implemented.  His plan calls for simplifying the student aid system.  This 
plan states that the current system is “unnecessarily complex, made up of multiple need-based grant 
programs, competing loan programs, and duplicative tax benefits.”  The Romney plan aims to “refocus 
Pell Grant dollars on the students that need them most and place the program on a responsible long-term 
path that avoids future funding cliffs and last-minute funding patches.”  The plan also states the need to 
re-engage the private sector to encourage student lending.   
Romney Education Proposal   
 
President Obama called for a number of higher education proposals and reforms during his State of the 
Union Address and Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget request.  These proposals buttress the changes the 
administration has already implemented, including: moving towards a system that focuses on direct 
student lending; expansion of the Pell Grant program; and implementing regulations that track program 
outcomes.  The Obama plan calls for an $8 billion investment in a Community College to Career fund 
that would utilize private-public partnerships for training individuals in high need fields.  The plan 
would also redistribute student aid funds based on whether or not the institution met affordability and 
value standards, and calls for a Race To The Top competition for higher education. 
Obama Higher Education Proposal 
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