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National Student Clearinghouse Report Suggests Most Community College Transfers Succeed 
 
Over 60 percent of students transferring from a two-year institution go on to complete a four-year degree within 
six years, according to an August 6 report from the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. Although it 
has long been known that community colleges play an increasingly important role for students on the way to a 
baccalaureate degree, the difficulties of federal data collection have prevented efforts to examine the success rates 
for students on this pathway. Baccalaureate attainment rates were much higher for students who transferred with a 
two‐year degree or certificate (72 percent) than for those who transferred without a credential (56 percent). 
Students who transferred to a four‐year public institution were most successful, with a 65-percent completion rate, 
compared to a 60-percent completion rate for those who transferred to a four‐year private institution. The report is 
based on student‐level data made available to the Clearinghouse by its more than 3,500 participating colleges and 
universities, including 98 percent of students attending public and private nonprofit postsecondary institutions. 
The report can be accessed at: http://www.studentclearinghouse.info/signature/5/ 
 
 
Associate Degrees and Credentials Often Earn More than Bachelor’s Degrees 
 
A new report released on September 3 by College Measures, with the support of the Lumina Foundation, 
examined the earnings of graduates of different levels of higher education credentials in Arkansas, Colorado, 
Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia and found some interesting results. In general, certificates of 1–2 years in length 
carried the greatest earnings potential, and technical associate degrees had higher short-term market value than 
transfer-oriented associate degrees. In Texas, graduates with technical associate degrees earned on average over 
$11,000 more in their first year after graduation than did graduates with bachelor’s degrees. Graduates with 
career-oriented associate degrees in Applied Sciences out-earned their counterparts with bachelor’s degrees in 
Colorado by more than $7,000 and in Virginia by more than $2,000. The full report can be accessed at: 
http://bit.ly/1aNRdcz  
 
 
Report Examines the Early Success of TAACCCT Grantees 
 
A new case study on one of the largest federal investments in community colleges—the $2 billion Trade 
Adjustment Assistance Community College and Career Training (TAACCCT) Program—shows that common 
aspects of the initiative are starting to form and succeed, although it’s too early to assess how it is really working 
based upon limited available data. The report reviews eight state profiles of Round One consortia grants. Grantees 
have largely focused on industry “cluster” strategies that have brought together community colleges and local 
employers to reform remedial education, provide credit for prior learning, increase student support services, 
accelerate programs, utilize Open Educational Resources, and implement new technologies. The full report is 
available at: http://occrl.illinois.edu/files/Projects/CCTCI/Reports/ScalingProfiles.pdf  
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