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This month’s Higher Ed Roundup will cover a number of topics, including: the reauthorization of the 
Workforce Investment Act; an update on the fiscal year 2015 appropriations process; a new 
experimental site initiative from the Department of Education; changes to in-state tuition for some 
veteran students; and rules on PLUS loans. 
 
Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization Signed into Law 
 
President Obama has signed into law the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). This 
bipartisan, bicameral bill reauthorizes the Workforce Investment Act, and contains a number of 
positive aspects for community colleges. It places a greater emphasis on career pathways and the 
attainment of postsecondary credentials. It also eliminates the current sequence of services, creates 
common performance indicators across programs, and allows local areas increased flexibility to 
contract with institutions of higher education.  ACCT has prepared a fact sheet on the recently passed 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), which may be viewed here: 
http://bit.ly/1rAXxf1. 
 
In conjunction with the signing of WIOA, the Administration has released Vice President Biden's 
report of federal job training programs. The report highlights the need to better align workforce 
training programs with industry needs, as well as the benefits of apprenticeship programs and 
partnerships. It also features the progress that has been made at community colleges under the TAA 
Community College and Career Training Grants program (TAACCCT), and calls for a new $6 billion 
Community College Job-Driven Training Fund to succeed TAACCT. The full report may be viewed 
here: http://1.usa.gov/1njakiL.  
 
 
FY 2015 Appropriations 
 
The Senate Appropriations Committee has released its Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education (LHHS-ED) funding bill and report for fiscal year (FY) 2015. The bill was previously 
marked up in subcommittee in June, but the full-committee markup and released of the bill was 
postponed. The release of the bill text and report indicates that the Senate will likely proceed with a 
continuing resolution or omnibus package. Under the bill, the Pell Grant program sees a $100 increase 
in the maximum award, bringing it to $5,830 for award year 2015-16. The bill also includes restoration 
of Pell Grant eligibility for ability to benefit students enrolled in career pathway programs. The bill 
also includes increases in funding for a number of programs, including: Adult Basic Education; 
Perkins CTE; SEOG; Federal Work Study; Strengthening Institutions; and Developing Hispanic 
Serving Institutions. The bill text and committee report may be viewed here: 
http://1.usa.gov/1nGJeDZ.  
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While Senate Appropriations Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) has stated her desire to proceed 
with an omnibus package in September, the timing would be limited due to the upcoming elections. 
House Appropriations Committee Chairman Hal Rodgers (R-KY) has indicated it would be difficult to 
get a larger package through the House and Senate prior to the end of the fiscal year on September 30th. 
It is likely the House will consider a stop gap funding measure in September, which is rumored to last 
through early-December. 
 
 
Experimental Sites Initiative 
 
The Department of Education has announced a new round of its Experimental Sites Initiative to 
support innovative approaches to higher education through the removal of statutory and regulatory 
barriers. This includes waiving certain rules for federal financial aid programs.  Institutions interested 
in participating may submit an application in one or more of these four areas: 
 

• Prior Learning Assessment:  Provides that a student's title IV cost of attendance (COA) can 
include costs incurred by the student for assessments of prior learning and that a student's 
Federal Pell Grant enrollment status may, with limitations, take into account a student's efforts 
to prepare materials for a prior learning assessment. 

• Competency-Based Education:  Provides flexibility in how institutions provide Federal student 
aid to students enrolled in self-paced competency-based education programs. 

• Limited Direct Assessment:  Provides flexibility for an institution to provide a mix of direct 
assessment coursework and credit or clock hour coursework in the same program. 

• Federal Work Study (FWS) for Near-Peer Counseling:  Provides flexibility for institutions to 
compensate FWS students, who are employed as “near-peer” counselors, to high school 
students solely with Federal funds. 
 

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register: http://1.usa.gov/1uJOOJF.  Applications are 
due by September 29th.  
 
 
Bill Requires In-State Tuition Rates for Qualified Veterans 
 
In August, the President signed into law a bipartisan bill to reform the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Two higher education provisions were included in this reform package. The first requires public 
institutions of higher education to charge an in-state rate for tuition and fees for certain veterans, 
spouses, and dependents. This assistance is aimed at veterans who were discharged within three years 
but have not established legal residency in the state for which they reside. This provision will go into 
effect for academic terms after July 1, 2015. Additionally, the reform bill extends Post-9/11 GI Bill 
benefits under the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship to spouses of service 
members who died in the line of duty on or after September 11, 2001. Currently, only children of 
service members who died in the line of duty are eligible for a Fry Scholarship.  
 
 
PLUS Loans 
 
The Department of Education has formally published notice to amend current regulations governing 
the Federal Direct PLUS Loan Program. This proposal reflects the tentative agreement from a 
negotiated rulemaking session that occurred earlier this year. These changes would ease some 
controversial and stricter standards that the Department implemented in 2011. Revisions include an 
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adjustment in adverse credit is defined as a debt in excess of $2,085 and more than 90 days delinquent. 
Additionally, it reduces the time limit to review a borrower’s history from five years down to two, with 
the exception of bankruptcy. The proposal also provides the Department with the authority to consider 
extenuating circumstances in approving a PLUS loan. Additional information on the notice may be 
viewed here: Notice Of Proposed Rulemaking.  
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/08/08/2014-18673/william-d-ford-federal-direct-loan-program

