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House Begins Moving HEA Reauthorization Bills 
 
In contrast to the Senate’s comprehensive Higher Education Act (HEA) reauthorization draft bill, the 
House has begun to actively consider smaller HEA bills in committee and on the House floor. Thus 
far, this has been a mostly bipartisan effort addressing topics that have gained widespread support. 
More bills are expected in the fall as the House continues its piecemeal approach to reauthorization. 
 
Prior to August recess, the House passed three bipartisan HEA bills on competency based education, 
student financial counseling, and transparency. HR 3136, the Advancing Competency-Based 
Education Demonstration Project Act directs the Secretary of Education to implement demonstration 
projects to support competency-based education (something he Department is also currently working 
on). The legislation calls for the Department to waive certain statutory and regulatory barriers related 
to student financial aid in order to support access to competency-based education. Additionally, it calls 
for evaluations of the demonstration projects. 
 
HR 4984, the Empowering Students Through Enhanced Financial Counseling Act requires students 
that participate in the federal loan program receive counseling each year and when they exit their 
program. Information that borrowers receive via this additional counseling includes: annual and 
aggregate loan limits; outstanding balance and anticipated monthly payments; an explanation that the 
borrower is not required to accept the full amount of the loan; and a recommendation that the borrower 
exhaust their federal student loan options prior to pursuing private lending.  The bill also requires an 
annual disclosure to Pell Grant recipients regarding their remaining eligibility and terms of the Pell 
Grant. 
 
HR 4983, the Strengthening Transparency in Higher Education Act creates a consumer tested "College 
Dashboard" website similar to the College Navigator to display consumer information on institutions.  
Information would include items such as program completion rates within 100, 150, and 200 percent 
time, average net price for undergraduate students, average loan debt incurred, institutional cohort 
default rate, borrowing rate, and Bureau of Labor Statistics data on starting salaries. ACCT 
successfully advocated for a provision that would place the federal student loan borrowing rate next to 
an institution's cohort default rate. 
 
Given the Senate’s comprehensive approach to HEA reauthorization, it is unlikely that these individual 
bills will be considered on the Senate floor.  
 


