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Congress Passes Continuing Resolution, Punts Funding Debate into New Year 
 
Congress has opted to pass a six-month extension, H.J. Res. 117, to keep the federal government funded 
well into the New Year.  The current fiscal year expires on September 30th, and the six-month 
continuing resolution is aimed at avoiding a last-minute funding showdown right before the elections.  
With an overall funding level set at $1.047 trillion the bill reflects levels agreed to in last year's 
bipartisan Budget Control Act.   
 
While House and Senate leaders agreed to abide by the Budget Control Act number in August, that 
agreement came into question when the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) disclosed that fiscal year 
(FY) 2012 funding came in at $8 billion less than the $1.047 trillion that was agree to.  The disparity is 
largely the result of unanticipated revenue in the Federal Housing Administration and Crime Victims 
Fund accounts. The $1.047 trillion top line number was designed to level fund virtually all federal 
programs.  The additional $8 billion put a wrench into that plan, and Congress opted to increase all 
discretionary programs by 0.612% above FY 2012 levels until the continuing resolution expires on 
March 27th, 2013.   
 

FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS CHART 

PROGRAM FY 2011  FY 2012i FY 2013ii 

(6 month continuing 
resolution) 

Pell Grant Maximum $5,550 $5,550 $5,635 
SEOG $735,990,000 $734,599,000 $739,095,000 
Federal Work Study $978,531,000 $976,682,000 $982,659,000 
Career and Technical Education 
State Grants (Perkins) 

$1,122,164,000 $1,123,030,000 $1,129,903,000 

Adult Basic and Literacy 
Education 

$596,120,000 $594,993,000 $598,634,000 

TRIO $826,522,000 $839,932,000 $845,072,000 
GEAR UP $302,816,000 $302,244,000 $304,094,000 
Title I Grants to LEAs $14,442,926,000 $14,516,468,000 $14,605,309,000 
IDEA State Grants $11,465,960,000 $11,577,855,000 $11,648,711,000 
WIA State Grants $2,657,300,000 $2,603,300,000 $2,619,232,000 
Strengthening Institutions $83,832,000 $80,623,000 $81,116,000 
Hispanic Serving Institutions $104,395,000 $100,432,000 $101,047,000 



PROGRAM FY 2011  FY 2012i FY 2013ii 

(6 month continuing 
resolution) 

Asian American and Native 
American Pacific Islander 
Serving Institutions 

$3,199,000 $3,199,000 $3,219,000 

Tribally Controlled Colleges and 
Universities 

$26,820,000 $25,713,000 $25,870,000 

Predominately Black Institutions $9,602,000 $9,262,000 $9,319,000 
I. The final FY 2012 omnibus appropriations package included a 0.189% across-the-board cut of all discretionary 

programs 
II. The 6 month continuing resolution for FY 2013 included a 0.612% across-the-board increase for all discretionary 

programs 
 
What appears to be a nice bump in funding is deceptive when not examined in its full context.  Since the 
allocation does not cover the entire fiscal year, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) prevents 
the agencies from spending beyond what would normally be reallocated during that time period.  For 
example, a $500,000 increase in Strengthening Institutions may not all be spent in the first half of the 
year.  Additionally, it is anticipated that this small uptick in funding will become a point of contention 
next March when the continuing resolution expires.  As a result, agencies may see a rescission of their 
increase.  Overall, the 0.612% increase should not be taken as a sign that Congress is prepared to begin 
increasing funding once more.  Rather it’s a truce to get through the elections, and a plan to revisit the 
issue once again in the 113th Congress.   
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