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LEARNING COMMONS

A welcoming, flexible research and learning 

environment that provides convenient 

access to academic support services, study 

spaces, and technology in order to 

promote collaboration and inspire 

academic excellence.



THE ROAD TO A LEARNING COMMONS

The impetus for the project was a 2013 

Library Program Review that revealed a 

shift from print to digital resources and a 

decrease in 12,000 sq. ft. space utilization 

by virtue of the physical design. 



The Program Review found:

THE ROAD TO A LEARNING COMMONS

The need for 
designated 

faculty 
professional 

development 
space

Increased 
demand for 
academic 

support services 
currently housed 

outside the Library 
space

Increased 
demand for 
information 
literacy and 

research sessions 
in and beyond 

the current library 
space 

Students need            

new and different 

types of spaces to 

engage in 21st century 

learning: including 

both individual and 

collaborative spaces 

with integrated 

technology 



MORE THAN JUST A LIBRARY RENOVATION

◦ The research, analysis and 

visioning process undertaken 

for the library review revealed 

that the scope of changes 

required more than just a 

physical renovation of the 

space.

◦ The library needed to be 

completely reimagined in 

both form and function.



A TEAM WAS ASSEMBLED

◦ A cross-functional Learning Commons 

Steering Committee was formed.

◦ The Committee was charged with 

researching the best practices in 

Learning Commons design, as well as 

surveying faculty and students, 

articulating a shared vision for the 

Learning Commons and setting a 

schedule to make it happen.



A DESIGN TAKES SHAPE

A design team used the 

vision and goals 

developed by the 

Committee to develop a 

conceptual plan for the 

Learning Commons.

The design team included the Digital Resources Librarian, the Tutoring and 

Writing Center Director, the Executive Director for the Library, and the AVP for 

the Center for Teaching and Learning as well as the Facilities Director, Chief 
Technology Officer, and the Contracted Architects.



THE GOALS
 To create a welcoming, flexible academic environment outside the classroom 

that connects students, faculty, and staff.

 To offer hours, services, and staffing that meet the college community’s 

academic needs.

 To provide study spaces and academic assistance that accommodates a 

variety of learning styles and goals.

 To offer access to a robust collection of information and resources that support 

student and faculty research across disciplines.

 To provide access to and assistance with various technology used in the 

learning and teaching process.

 To support the learning process across the disciplines, from search and 

discovery to synthesis and presentation.



THE GOALS cont’d
 To promote and support the development of information, research, 

writing, reading, and digital literacies.

 To encourage critical thinking and self-directed learning both inside 

and outside the classroom.

 To provide space for student and faculty creativity, innovation, and 

collaboration.

 To establish an environment that welcomes new ideas to improve 

services and maintains a positive, forward-thinking momentum.

 To collaborate with colleagues in and beyond learning in support of 

students’ academic success.



THE PLAN

◦ The design plan featured 

Learning Commons Zones 

– identifiable areas 

devoted to 

welcome/information 

services, copy/print area, 

writing/tutoring center, 

waiting/reading area, 

collaborative study zone, 

group study rooms, Digital 

Makerspace, quiet study 

zone, stacks, staff and 

storage areas.

◦ The conceptual design plan was presented to the Board of Trustees, along 

with cost estimates and a schedule.



◦ The physical space 

redesign included the 

process of integrating 

services to increase 

student access to 

tutoring and writing 

and library services, 

and faculty access to 

professional 

development 

resources and 

sessions.

◦Designed to be a flexible and ever-

evolving space for learning and 

students. The use of modular walls 

will allow us to build a space for 

both the present and the future.



LEARNING COMMONS opened on January 25, 2016



https://youtu.be/3pSOi59COJg

Click Here for a Video Tour

https://youtu.be/3pSOi59COJg

