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Looking Back, Looking Ahead
This morning as I was sitting on my deck drinking my first 
cup of coffee, the sun was just peeking up over the Ozark 
Mountains. Instead of relaxing and enjoying the rabbits playing 
in the yard, thoughts of all the things I needed to do kept 
popping in my head. As president of the Professional Board 
Staff Network, the task at the top of the list is this, my final 
Trustee Quarterly article.

Looking back over the past year, the dominating memory as your PBSN President 
is one I believe many will recall — the great ice storm and blizzard in February 2010. 
Those of us planning to attend the ACCT National Legislative Summit were watching 
the weather, making second guesses about what we should do. The airlines stepped in 
and made the decision for many of us, canceling all flights in or out of Washington, D.C. 
There were, however, a few brave souls who flew in early. They soon discovered that 90 
percent of us could not get there, and ACCT made the difficult decision to reschedule the 
summit to take place in March.

As the year progressed and the economy took a turn for the worse, many across the 
country who lost their jobs took advantage of the situation and returned to college. It is 
such a good feeling to know we were here and able to serve so many. However, at the 
same time, our institutions faced major budget decisions, and many institutions were left 
looking for additional funding. While all of this was taking place, PBSN members were 
busy with board meetings, board retreats, and many other summer projects. Projects at 
our institutions ranged from ones as simple as painting a classroom to planning major 
construction. It seems like our “to do” lists keep getting longer and longer.

But on the bright side, we have the 41st Annual ACCT Leadership Congress in Toronto, 
Canada, to look forward to. For some of us, this will be our first trip out of the United 
States. Once in Toronto, we will have many opportunities to network with fellow PBSN 
members. Our three-hour workshop on Thursday will give us a chance to share what is 
happening at our institutions, share ideas, and ask questions. At our business meeting on 
Friday, we will elect a new Secretary and a Member-at-Large for each region. You may have 
been thinking about serving on the PBSN Executive Committee, and the ACCT Congress 
offers you the perfect opportunity to do so. You will not find a better group to represent, 
not to mention the support you will receive. 

Looking back, when I was approached by a PBSN member to run for the Southern 
Region Member-at-Large position, I wondered if I could live up to my predecessors. My 
next step was the position of PBSN Secretary, and I found the support never stopped 
coming. My year as president has been very rewarding, with the PBSN Executive Committee 
and members supporting me during each step. I want to thank all PBSN members for their 
confidence in me, and I look forward to next year as I pass the gavel to our next president, 
Terri Grimes. 

BJ mARciL
NoRTh ARkANSAS coLLEgE 
hARRiSoN, ARk.
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By Terri grimes, highland community college, ill.
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Over 10 years ago, former PBSN President Marlene Kopala, 
now retired from McHenry County College in Crystal Lake, Ill., 
approached me and asked if I had considered running for a 
position on the Executive Committee. While I was intrigued 
with the idea, I felt there were other members who had more 
experience. After all, what could I really contribute to PBSN? 
Having a strong faith and believing that God has a plan for each 
of us, I kept telling myself it was not in His plan at the time — but 
in reality, it was not in my plan. I promised Marlene I would think 
about it in the future. 

Call it a weak moment or a nudge from God, but arriving in 
San Diego for the 2007 ACCT Leadership Congress, I kept thinking 
back to the conversation I had with Marlene. I was not getting 
any younger — if this was something I truly wanted to do (and I 
knew it was), now was the time. With the support of my President 
and Board of Trustees, I ran for the Central Region Member-at-
Large position and was fortunate to be elected. I originally thought 
of it as a good opportunity to “get my feet wet” with a one-year 
commitment, but something Pam Perkins of Seward County 
Community College/Area Technical School in Kansas said as she 

made her first speech as the new PBSN President inspired me. 
Pam ended her message with the words of Walt Disney: “You can 
dream, create, design, and build the most wonderful idea in the 
world, but it requires people to make the dream a reality.” I knew 
then that I had made the right decision to run for the Executive 
Committee. I wanted to continue to build on the strong foundation 
its members had built over the years.

The members who chartered PBSN in October 1994 created 
the network to meet the needs of those “who support governing 
boards and/or presidents.” The charter goes on to state that 
the focus of PBSN will be “on continued development and 
enhancement of professional skills, sharing expertise and best 
practices, keeping abreast of new developments, and becoming 
more proficient at rendering service to governing boards and/
or presidents.” It requires everyone working together to make the 
organization a success — to turn the dream of the PBSN charter 
members into reality. 

Since 1994, attendance at the PBSN sessions offered at the 
annual Congress has grown. Last year, we held our first-ever 
meet-and-greet session, and based on positive feedback, we 

PBsn Past Presidents: (left to right) Linda Peltier, carol Gregory, Julie Whyte, Pam Perkins, and Becky Garrison.



INTERFACE

43T R U S T E E  Q U A R T E R L Y  f A L L  2 0 1 0

net work news 
fAll 2010

have planned another event for this year’s Congress in Toronto, 
Canada. The meet and greet will be held from 2:30-3:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, and it will be an opportunity to network with 
other PBSN members. (Your registration packet will have the latest 
information on location.)  You may even win a door prize donated 
by our Executive Committee members. Join us for a chance to 
network with other PBSN members — it is sure to be a good time! 
The meet and greet will be a casual event, so come as you are — 
travel attire is welcome. 

Our three-hour workshop session, scheduled on Thursday 
at 1:45 p.m., will feature presentations on the PBSN message 
board, sustainability in emergency management, and making your 
campus green. Friday’s business meeting, as BJ mentioned in her 
article, will feature the ascension of officers, as well as the election 
of a Secretary and Member-at-Large from each of the five regions. 
If you are interested in running for one of the positions, contact 
any of the Executive Committee members. We will be happy to 
answer any questions you might have.

BJ’s presidency will come to an end at the Toronto meeting, 

so this seems like a perfect opportunity to thank her publicly for 
a great year as President. She had big shoes to fill, following on 
the heels of Immediate Past-President Carol Gregory, who set the 
bar high — but BJ rose to the challenge! I hope you will join us 
at the business meeting to thank BJ personally for all she did this 
past year. Carol Gregory and Past-President Pam Perkins have also 
been invaluable resources for the Executive Committee this year. 
(Thanks, Carol and Pam!) 

Someone who will not be with us in Toronto is Brittany 
Williams-Goldstein, who was elected Secretary last year. Brittany 
submitted her resignation to the Executive Committee this summer 
after accepting a position as the President’s Chief of Staff at a four-
year institution, Ramapo College. Thanks, Brittany, for all you did 
to keep PBSN electronically connected through the bulletin board 
and other communication tools. We wish you the best of luck. 
Sherri Bowen, member-at-large designee, will fulfill the rest of her 
term as Secretary and will ascend to Vice-President in October. 

I look forward to seeing you in Toronto as we continue to make 
the dream of the PBSN charter members a reality.

The Professional Board Staff Network (PBSN) Executive Committee invites you to attend the
2010 ACCT Leadership Congress   — October 20 – 23, 2010   

Community Colleges are Indispensable to Reinvigorating the Economy

PBSN Meet & Greet 
Orientation Session
Wednesday, October 20
2:30pm – 3:30pm
Conference Room G
Mezzanine Level

PBSN members will have the 
opportunity to get better 
acquainted and get a sneak peek 
at the topics for the three-hour 
workshop on Thursday, and the 
Business Meeting on Friday.

Annual Three-Hour
Workshop for PBSN
Thursday, October 21
1:45p.m. – 4:45p.m.   
The workshop will include an update 
on the PBSN Message Board by  
PBSN President, BJ Marcil. PBSN 
Southern Region Member-at-Large, 
Sherri Bowen, will talk about 
“Sustainability in Emergency 
Management”; followed by a 
presentation by North Arkansas 
College Board of Trustees member 
Norma Cutler, and PBSN President BJ 
Marcil on “Making Your Campus 
Green”; ending with an open 
discussion time for participants. 

PBSN Business Meeting 

Friday, October 22
9:15 a.m.– 10:15 a.m. 

The annual meeting will include 
installation of officers for 2011, 
election of the Secretary and 
Member-at-Large from each 
region, as well the recognition of 
the 2010 PBSN regional ACCT 
award winners and other 
pertinent business of the 
organization. 

We hope you’ll join us at the PBSN sessions scheduled during the
2010 ACCT Annual Leadership Congress in Toronto, Canada

PBSN Executive Committee: Members at Large: 
B.J. Marcil, President Joan Tierney, Central Region
Terri Grimes, Vice President Maryann Raab, Northeast Region
Sherri Bowen, Secretary Robin Lewison, Pacific Region
Carol Gregory, Immediate Past President Vacant, Southern Region

Debbie Novak, Western Region

Association of Community College Trustees
Attn: Professional Board Staff Network
1233 20th St., NW, Ste. 301
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 775-4667
For more information, visit www.acct.org
or email B.J. Marcil at bjmarcil@northark.edu

P B S N
Professional Board Staff Network

New To Your Position?

Have You Ever Said To Yourself: 

“Where Do I Start?”

There have been many before 

us asking these same questions.

There will be many following us

searching for the same answers. 

Find answers to your questions in

Toronto. We look forward to

seeing you there. Please join us.  




